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Normal tracing (plasma K+ 4-5.5 mEg/L). PR interval =0.16 s; QRS interval = 0.06 s;
QT interval = 0.4 s (normal for an assumed heart rate of 60).

Hyper ia (p K* +7.0 mEg/L). The PR and QRS intervals are within normal
limits. Very tall, slender peaked T waves are now present.

Hyperkalemia (plasma K+ +8.5 mEg/L). There is no evidence of atrial activity; the QRS
complex is broad and slurred and the QRS interval has widened to 0.2 s. The T waves
remain tall and slender. Further elevation of the plasma K+ level may result in ventricular
tachycardia and ventricular fibrillation.

Hyp ia (pl K* +3.5 mEqg/L). PR interval = 0.2 s; QRS interval = 0.06 s; ST
segment depression. A prominent U wave is now present immediately following the T. The
actual QT interval remains 0.4 s. If the U wave is erroneously considered a part of the T, a
falsely prolonged QT interval of 0.6 s will be measured.

Hyp p K* +2.5 mEqg/L). The PR interval is lengthened to 0.32 s; the ST
segment is depressed; the T wave is inverted; a prominent U wave is seen. The true QT
interval remains normal.

FIGURE 29-18 Correlation of plasma K* level and the ECG, assuming that
the plasma Ca?* level is normal. The diagrammed complexes are left
ventricular epicardial leads. ECG, electrocardiogram. (Reproduced with

avF

FIGURE 29-7 Normal ECG. Tracings from individual electrodes (positions
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