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Sterilization and Disinfection
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6. Spaulding’s classification of medical devices-

Classification Definition Level of Examples
Processing/Reprocessing
Critical Device | Device that enters sterile | Cleaning followed by « Surgical instruments
tissues, including the Sterilization * Biopsy instruments
vascular system = Foot care equipment
» (Cystoscopes
Semi-critical | Device that comes in Cleaning followed by High- | =  Respiratory therapy
Device contact with non-intact skin | Level Disinfection (as a equipment
or mucous membranes but | minimum) » Anaesthesia
do not penetrate them Sterilization is preferred equipment
» Tonometer
» (Cystoscopes
Noncritical Device that touches only | Cleaning followed by Low- | = ECG machines
Device intact skin and not mucous | Level Disinfection (insome |«  Oximeters
membranes, or does not | cases, cleaning alone is «  Bedpans, urinals
directly touch the acceptable) ST
client/patient/resident




