Postmortem Techniques
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Postmortem methods

[Roktansky ]

En masse Individual Separate block Organ
dissection and organ dissection and dissection
organ separation removal organ separation in situ
Organ dissection Organ dissection Organ dissection
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Samples preserved in living persons

Material Quantity

Vomit 300 ml (whole, if quantity is less)
Stomach washout 500 ml

Blood 10 ml

Urine 100 ml




Viscera preserved during autopsy (routine)

S.No. Material Quantity
1. Stomach and its contents Whole
2. Upper part of small intestine and its contents About 15-30 cm length (some say 100 cm)
3. Liver (along with gallbladder) 300-500 g
4. Kidney Longitudinal half of each kidney
5. Spleen Whole
6. Blood 10 ml
7. Urine 100 ml

Additional viscera and materials required in certain cases

S.No. Material Poisoning circumstances suspected
1. Heart Strychnine, digitalis
Brain’?® Alkaloids, organophosphorus, opiates, strychnine, carbon monoxide, cyanide,
barbiturates and volatile organic poisons; hydrophobia/rabies (for negri bodies)
3. Spinal cord’ Strychnine
4. CSF™° Alcohol
5. Vitreous humor Alcohol, chloroform
6. Lung™ Gaseous poisons, hydrocyanic acid, alcohol, chloroform
7. Skin Injected poisons (insulin, morphine, heroin, cocaine and other illicit drugs), firearm
injuries
8.  Bone, hair and nails Heavy metals (arsenic, antimony, thallium)
9.  Fatty tissue Pesticides and insecticides
10. Uterus and its appendages Criminal abortion
11. Muscle Decomposition

© MedNotes [ www.mednotes.in ]
Full MedNotes : mednotesebooks.company.site

App Available on PlayStore



