
Postmortem Techniques
• Every registered medical practitioner is eligible to

conduct Autopsy .

Types of Autopsies :

(a) Medico legal - On request of Magistrate / Police
- PM of whole body is conducted

(b) Pathological - For the pathology of Organ for Academic
purpose .

- Consent is must

(C) Negative - Seen in 2.5% of all PM examination

- No cause of death found even after all examination

(d) Obscure - No definite cause of death found after PM

examination

- Gross findings are minimal / inconclusive
- Additional tests required .

(e) Virtual - PM examination by Non - invasive method
like CT /MRI

(F) Psychological - Asking questions to family / friend of a

person who committed suicide .

g) Verbal - Info about the patient 's last symptoms /
illness is taken from relatives .

-
Came g death can be determined .



Types of Incisions :

( it I - shaped : Most common

• Incision starts from chin ,

in midline upto pubic symphysis

Iii , Y incision : Incision starts from the shoulders

[acromion process ] ,
comes below the breast ,

meets at xiphisternum .

• From Xiphisternum ,
it comes to Pubic symphysis

in midline .

• Cosmetically better incision for females .

( Iii , Modified
'

Y
'

Incision : Incision starts from
the mastoid process ,

meets in the

suprasternal notch
. From supra sternal

notch ,
it comes down to pubic symphysis .

• Helps in examining neck in detail .
• Useful in Asphyxia Deaths .



(ivi
'

T
'

incision : One transverse incision from shoulder to

shoulder & one vertical incision

till pubic symphysis in midline .

(x)
'

✗
'

incision : Incision is made in posterior
aspect of body .

• Incision is made from shoulders to

opposite sided iliac crests lbothnidu ) giving
the shape ✗ .

• Used to find deeper bruises / Injuries .

Autopsy Instruments :



Postmortem Techniques :

Different Organ Dissection :

( is stomach - through Greater curvature .

Iii , Spinal Cord - Posterior approach better

(
Iii , Brain - from frontal area 1- em dissection in coronal

plane , fix in 40% formalin .

( in Heart - starts with Right Atrium then Righ Ventricle then

Left Atrium & Ventricle .

µ ,
liver - 2cm slice taken along the long axis .

His Coronary Artery - 2- 3mm sechin .

F-
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