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S.No. Feature

1. Investigating officer

2. Informing magistrate
Types of cases handled

4. Witnesses

5. Warrant for arrest

6. Exhumation

7. Autopsy

8. Analysis of viscera

9. Quality of investigation

Magistrate inquest

Inquest conducted by DM, SDM,
and Magistrate who is qualified
and experienced

Need not inform anyone

Can hold inquest in all cases
of suspicious deaths

Police helps the magistrate.
Does not require signature
of the witnesses

Can issue arrest warrant of
the accused

Can order a body to be
exhumed

Does not send dead bodies for
autopsy indiscriminately

Can order chemical analysis
of viscera

Superior to police inquest

Police inquest

Conducted by police officer who is not
qualified in law or medicine

Needs to inform the magistrate of the area

Cannot hold inquest in cases of death in
custody, jail, police firing or dowry deaths

Panchas help, who are chosen at random
to sign the report

Cannot issue warrant, but can arrest an
accused in cognizable offence

Cannot order

Sends dead bodies for autopsy indiscriminately

Cannot order

Inferior to magistrate inquest
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iii.
iv.
Vi.

Vii.

-

ndications for Magistrate inquest’
i. Deaths due to police firing.
ii. Disappearance or death of a person in police custody
or during police interrogation.®
Death of a convict in jail.
Exhumation cases (where the body is dug out of a grave).
v. Rape alleged to have been committed on any woman
in the custody of the police.
Dowry deaths (suicide/death of a woman within
7 years of marriage).’
Admission of a mentally ill person in a psychiatric hospital
under certain provisions of Mental Health Act, 1987. )
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