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ILUIREUEREE DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS OF ACTH-DEPENDENT
CUSHING’S SYNDROME*

ACTH-Secreting Ectopic ACTH
Pituitary Tumor Secretion
Etiology Pituitary corticotrope Bronchial, abdominal
adenoma carcinoid
Plurihormonal adenoma Small cell lung cancer
Thymoma
Sex F>M M>F
Clinical features Slow onset Rapid onset
Pigmentation

Serum potassium <10%
<3.3pg/L

24-h urinary free cortisol  High
(UFC)

Basal ACTH level

Dexamethasone
suppression

Inappropriately high

1 mg overnight

Low-dose
(0.5 mg g6h)

High-dose (2 mg g6h)
UFC >80% suppressed

Cortisol >5 pg/dl

Cortisol <5 pg/dl
Microadenomas: 90%
Macroadenomas: 50%

Inferior petrosal sinus
sampling (IPSS)

Basal
IPSS: peripheral >2
CRH-induced

IPSS: peripheral >3

A TH inAdanandant ~aieae Af Cuchinae eundrama ara diannne:

Severe myopathy
75%

High

Very high

Cortisol >5 pg/dl

Cortisol >5 pg/dl
10%
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